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P-CON 2009: A Confirmiéd‘ ‘hosts’ Sightir;g in Dayton, Ohio

Saturday, May 30"
was not a “normal” day
for the local FOP Hall in
Dayton, Ohio. In fact, it
was rather “paranormal.”
Spirit  seekers, ghost
hunters, UFO watchers,
Bigfoot Dbelievers,
Mothman followers, and
all folks “weird” invaded the FOP Hall
to learn more about the paranormal field
and share their experiences with others
at the first annual “P-CON Conference.”

This event was hosted by The
Prodigy Paranormal Group, a
paranormal investigation group based
out of Dayton, Ohio. The Ghosts of
Ohio’s very own James A. Willis was
honored to be asked to present “The
Spooky Side of Abraham Lincoln” to
kick off the day of speakers and to close
the day with his “The Strange and
Spooky World of James A. Willis”
presentation. His presentations awed,

Sl'lcri

and his ride on the
homemade rollercoaster the
“Blue Flash” (with hilarious
video accompaniment).
Throughout the day,
guest speakers and Prodigy
Group members shared
their knowledge with
attendees and colleagues
alike. The presentation
topics included: the
Mothman  history,
understanding  “orbs” in
photography, the
psychology of ghost
hunting and the “mind’s
eye,” Bigfoot investigations and
evidence, the Ghostly Talk Radio show,
UFO sightings, and Abraham Lincoln.
Also available for attendees were
several booths that offered a variety of
services, including: psychic readings,
ghost tour information, dowsing rods
and pendulums for sale, hand massages,

Mark at The Ghosts of Ohio table provided demonstrations of the Vernier LabPro system.

inspired, and entertained. Among some
of his memorable “weird” stories were:
the mysterious message in the snow near
Gretchen’s Lock, his trip to the naked
leg sundial at an Indiana nudist camp, a
sample EVP from a recent Ghosts of
Ohio investigation where a possible
spirit taunts, “You don’t deserve it...”

Do You Believe‘?

and a chance to see a gigantic Bigfoot
decoy head. The Ghosts of Ohio also
proudly displayed their technological
gizmos and gadgets that create the
Vernier LabPro system, which is used
on most investigations to detect changes
in temperature, motion, ions, and
electromagnetic fields, which are then

The EVP Bar was a popular attraction at this year’s event and
put the listener’s interpretation skills to the test.

recorded directly to a computer hard
drive. Also on hand was the first ever
“EVP Bar” sponsored by the event
hosts. At the bar, attendees were able to
put on headphones and try their skill at
deciphering the often vulgar and risqué
EVPs.

The intimate all-day conference was
an excellent chance to meet fans and
friends of The Ghosts of Ohio in person
and to share experiences and advice with
up-and-coming paranormal investigators
and fellow colleagues. The Ghosts of
Ohio would like to thank the Prodigy
Paranormal Group for making us a part
of the first annual P-CON.
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Darrin’s Tools of the Trade: Take a Picture—1It’ll Last Longer

In this article we
are going to get
back to the more
traditional tools used
in paranormal
research—cameras.
All kinds have been
used throughout the
history of this field
and wide varieties are
still available today.
This article will be about more
traditional film cameras and newer
digital cameras. Both have their pros and
cons and I’m sure that proponents for
each can give strong arguments as to
why one type is better than the other. I
am only going to list some of those pros
and cons and you can decide which is
better for yourself.

There are some advantages to using a
film camera: accuracy and the images
are harder to manipulate or alter. If you
want to know how to manipulate the
image, you have to know what you are
doing. Yes, you can set a long exposure
time and get some interesting images,
move the camera when you are taking
the picture or throw in some props, but
in order to really change things, you
have to be able to develop the film
yourself. This, and the fact that a bit of
science goes into getting a picture from
film, helps lend some weight to a photo
being used as evidence.

Experts know how the chemicals
affect both the film and the paper during
the developing and processing times.
They also know how manipulating light
during the processing time can affect the
image that comes out on the paper. The
photo and the negative it came from can
pretty much give photographic experts
all the information they need to
determine if an image is genuine or fake.

As 1 said earlier, not everyone that
has a camera has the ability to do most
of these things; therefore, I think it is
easier to accept a picture, along with its
original negative, as stronger proof of
something paranormal happening. At the
very least, you can get a skeptic to agree
that they have no idea how the image on
the photo got there.

Do You Be]ieve‘?

Unlike not too long ago, getting a
35mm camera today is inexpensive and
it is easy to use. Almost all cameras can
be set to automatically focus and set off
a flash when needed, and they will even
advance the film and rewind it for you.
The film is easy to load and handle, you
just have to point, hold still, and push
the button. When you are done, you can
drop off the film at all kinds of stores to
have it developed and processed.
Recently, this last part has also become a
drawback to using film cameras. The
only exception to this is if you use a
Polaroid camera so you can get pictures
right away, but this is very expensive
since you can easily take a few hundred
pictures during an investigation.

As more and more people start using
digital cameras, it is less profitable for
companies to develop film so it may
start to become harder to find places to
do it. Along those same lines, it is costly
to develop a whole roll of film only to
find out that there is nothing of any use
there. You also have to store the
physical photos somewhere. Over time
this can add up both financially and in
amount of space needed for storage.

The use of digital cameras is even
easier than a film camera because there
is no film to load. Like the other, you
just point, hold still, and push a button
and you get instant results because you
can see the image right away on the back
of the camera. With a relatively
inexpensive memory card, you can store
hundreds of images on the camera and
only need to have the ones printed that
you want. You can then store all the
photos on a CD ROM or DVD and what
used to fill boxes is now on one disc. To
get printed photos, you don’t even have
to leave your house, you can print them
out yourself or upload them to various
places online and have them printed and
sent to you.

Unfortunately, the ease doesn’t just
stop with use and storage. With virtually
no experience, anyone can take a picture
and, after putting it on their computer,
can do all kinds of enhancements and
alterations. Skilled individuals can take
out elements or put multiple images

together to make something completely
new. There is virtually nothing that can’t
be done to a digital image and it’s
sometimes very hard to determine if
anything was done. You can review the
meta data, which is information about
the camera and its settings during the
time the picture was taken, which is
imbedded in the image file. However, as
the image is moved from camera to
machine to machine, it can become lost,
fragmented or it can even be altered.
You can also have someone who is
skilled at programs like Photoshop
review the files to see if they can
recognize anything that may have been
done to the image. What it all comes
down to is that because of how easy it is
to manipulate photos from digital
cameras it can be less impressive as
evidence than if it were from a film
camera.

The Ghosts of Ohio uses mostly
digital cameras but some people bring
their own 35mm cameras to use. As I
mentioned earlier, there is no right or
wrong camera to use. If you use digital
cameras, make sure to do as little to the
image file as possible. This way you can
say it hasn’t been altered in any way. |
feel safe in saying that any little thing
you do would be enough for someone to
say it’s a fake. Be familiar with what can
cause certain effects on digital images.
The orb you think might be a ghost
could really be your two megapixel
camera getting confused and marking
the spot where it got confused. You may
have moved the camera after you took
the picture and not realized that while it
is processing the image it is still taking
the picture. The same thing goes for
cameras that use film. Always keep your
negatives with your pictures so you have
both available for examination.

For both cameras, always keep your
hair pulled back, straps and fingers out
of the way and if possible the time and
date stamp on. And most of all—have
fun and use common sense.
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Have Spirits, Will Travel: Come Out and See The Ghosts!

It’s already June, and The Ghosts of
Ohio’s calendar is already filling up with
public appearances throughout the state
of Ohio. So if you’re interested in
finding out more about our organization,
what sort of evidence we’ve uncovered
over the years, or just want to swing by

and say “hi,” have a look to the right and
see when we’re coming to your town!
NOTE: Unless otherwise noted, all
appearances are open to the public.
Those listings with a “$” denote venues
with admission fees. All others are free.

Check out The Ghosts of Ohio at an upcoming presentation near you!

Saturday, August 1" @ 6:00 pm

Just How Weird Is Ohio Presentation ($)
Columbus Area MENSA—Regional Gathering
Comfort Inn—North

1213 Dublin-Granville Road — Columbus, OH
http://www.columbus.us.mensa.org/

Sunday, August 2" @ 8:00 pm

Ohio Library Support Staff Institute
Meet The Ghosts of Ohio Presentation
Denison University

http://olssi.org/

Friday, August 14" — Sunday, August 16"
The Ohio Paranormal Convention ($)

Hara Arena — Dayton, Ohio
http://www.ohioparacon.com/

Saturday, September 19" — Sunday, September 20™
8" Annual Mothman Festival

Pt. Pleasant, West Virginia
http://www.mothmanfestival.com/

Thursday, October 8" @ 6:00 pm
Meet The Ghosts of Ohio presentation
Wellsville Carnegie Public Library
115 9th Street — Wellsville, OH
http://www.wellsville.lib.oh.us/

Friday, October 16" — Saturday, October 17"
Delaware Ghost Walk ($)
Delaware, OH

Thursday, October 22" @ 6:30 pm

Meet The Ghosts of Ohio Presentation

New Lebanon Public Library

715 W. Main Street — New Lebanon, OH
http://www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/branch.cfm?ID=30

Saturday, October 24th (time TBD)
Meet The Ghosts of Ohio presentation
Litzenberg Memorial Woods
6100 US 224 — Findlay, OH

Wednesday, October 28" @ 7:00 pm

Meet The Ghosts of Ohio Presentation

Upper Arlington Public Library

2800 Tremont Road — Upper Arlington, OH 43221
http://www.ualibrary.org/

ADMINISTRATION
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